
MELROSE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS:  ALIGNING 
STANDARDS, 
ASSESSMENTS, AND 
INSTRUCTION 



Objectives 

ÅConnect Common Core standards and PARCC 
assessments with instruction, curriculum, and 
assessment for mathematics and English 
language arts in the Melrose Public Schools.  

ÅDiscuss the types of assessment tasks in 
PARCC and connect with the standards and 
instructional shifts occurring in the Melrose 
Public Schools. 



Agenda 

Å"ÅÇÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȣȢ 

ÅReview the PARCC assessment and types of 
tasks in English language arts and 
mathematics. 

ÅLink the PARCC assessment with shifts in the 
Common Core standards  for English language 
arts and mathematics. 



This is NOT Á ÍÅÁÌȣ 

)ÔȭÓ ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÍÅÁÌȦ  
You would not take people you care about into the kitchen, point to the 
ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȢ %ÁÔ ÉÔȱ 

Source: Carol Tomilson (2013) 



To make the meal, you mix the ingredients in an appetizing and 
ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ×ÁÙȣ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ȣÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔÓȢ  

Source: Carol Tomilson (2013) 



Source: Carol Tomilson (2013) 

In fact, with the same ingredients, you can make a base 

 

 

 

that you can use to make many different dishes 

 

 

 

 

depending on the taste and diet needs of your diners.  



)Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȣ 

3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔÓȣ 
)ÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȣ 
But not a meal. 
Planning, preparing, and serving the meal 
requires teachers who are thoughtful and 
creative. 
Curriculum based on the standards also 
provides for the range of students who 
must learn it! 

Source: Carol Tomilson (2013) 



Begin with the end in mind! 

 ! ÈÅÁÄ ÃÈÅÆ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÄÒÏÐ ÏÆÆ ÉÎÇÒÅÄÉÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÓ 
ÃÈÅÆÓ ȰÇÏ ÁÔ ÉÔȢȱ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÇÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ 
vision of the desired meal to guide the process.  



Definitions 
ÅStandards: What students should know and be able 
to do, includes both content and skills. 

ÅCurriculum: Materials teachers use to develop 
student skills and to achieve expected outcomes. 

ÅInstruction: Deliberate teacher action to develop 
student skills and mastery of content. 

ÅAssessment (n): A set of problems which illustrate 
what students should know and be able to do. 

ÅAssessment (v): Deliberate action to measure 
student knowledge, comprehension, and skills 



 
A BRIEF LOOK AT 
PARCC 
 

BEGIN WITH THE END 
IN MIND! 



 

PARCC: Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers 

SBAC: Smarter Balance 
Assessment Consortium  



What is PARCC? 

ÅPARCC is a state test that could replace MCAS 
for English/language arts and math in 2016 
for grades 3-8.  

ÅIt stands for the Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers.  

ÅPARCC is designed to measure whether our 
students are learning what they need to know 
and be able to do at each grade level based 
upon the new standards.  
 

Source: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 



7ÈÏȭÓ ÔÁËÉÎÇ 0!2## ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȩ 

Å2014-2015 is the last year of a 2-year  PARCC 
ȰÔÅÓÔ ÄÒÉÖÅȢȱ  

ÅIn the first year, selected classes participated 
in the PARCC field test, in which students 
ȰÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÓÔȢȱ  

ÅOf the districts that responded by the June 30 
early deadline, 60% had chosen PARCCɂ
including Melrose. 

Source: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 



What Does PARC Look Like? 

ÅPARCC is a computer-based test with a 
paper/pencil option for districts.  

ÅIt includes 2 parts in English/language arts and 2 
parts in math. The first part focuses on writing 
and analytical skills, and is primarily hand-
scored. The second part, which is computer-
scored, targets reading and math comprehension.  

ÅCombined, the 2 parts provide an important 
ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ  ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ 
and ability to think critically.  
 

Source: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 



What Does PARC Look Like? 

English/ 

Language Arts 

Mathematics 

P
a
rt

 1
 Performance-

Based Assessment 

(hand-scored) 

Å Writing 

effectively 

Å Analyzing text 

Å Solving multi-

step problems 

Å Using abstract 

reasoning 

P
a
rt

 2
 End-of-Year 

Assessment 

(computer-scored) 

Å Reading 

comprehension 

Å Understanding 

major grade-level 

appropriate math 

concepts 



Source: Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 16 

Five Performance Levels 

Level 1 Did not demonstrate partial command 

Level 2 Partial Command 

Level 3 Moderate Command 

Level 4 Strong Command 

Level 5 Distinguished Command 

Level 4 (Strong Command) is pitched to a level of rigor 
ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÂÙ .!%0ȭÓ 0ÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ ɉÓÏÌÉÄ 
command of the content) and is the proposed level for 
earning a college-ready determination in MA. 



SOURCE: Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
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Graduation Requirement 

ÅClass of 2019: 
ÅGrade 10 students through the class of 2019 will take MCAS (for 

competency determination) 

 

ÅMCAS Science testing continues 

ÅScience will still be a requirement for the competency determination 

 



PARCC Example  

Grade 8 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
ARTS 
LITERACY ANALYSIS 
 



Common 
Core 

Fundamental 
Shifts 

Balance 
Informational 
and Literary 
Text (PK-5) 

Build 
Knowledge in 
the Disciplines 

(6-12) 

Staircase of 
Text 

Complexity 

Text-Based 
Answers 

Write from 
Sources 

Build 
Academic 
Vocabulary 



ɆThe objective is to build integrated knowledge within and 
ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȟ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÇÒÁÄÅÓȢ  

Balance Informational 
& Literary Text (PK-5) 

ɆStudents read and comprehend the rich variety of text they 
will encounter in their future education, their careers, and 
their daily lives. 

Build Knowledge in 
the Disciplines        

(6-12) 

ɆStudents work with texts that become increasingly more 
complex as they progress through grade levels.  

Staircase of Text 
Complexity 

ɆStudents construct meaning from text and support their 
reasoning with evidence from the text.  

Text-Based 
Answers 

ɆStudents write to persuade, to explain, and to convey 
experiences.  Write from Sources 

ɆStudents think about words, how and why specific words 
are used, how changing one word can change the meaning 
of the text, etc.  

Build Academic 
Vocabulary  



ELA Summative Assessment 

Task Types 

Literary Analysis will 
ask students to 

carefully consider 
literature and compose 

an analytic essay. 

Narrative Task 
Research Simulation 
Task will analyze an 
informational topic. 
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Understanding the Literary Analysis Task 
 

ÅStudents carefully consider two literary texts worthy 

of close study. 

ÅThey are asked to answer questions about each text 

to demonstrate their ability to do close analytic 

reading and to compare and synthesize ideas.  

ÅStudents write a literary analysis about the two texts. 
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Texts Worth Reading 

Grade 8 

Å"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒɂAuthor Gary Paulsen won the 
ALA Margaret Edwards Award, which 
recognizes an author and a particular body of 
×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ȰÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ 
ÔÏ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÎ ΣΫΫΩȢ  

 

ÅCall of the WildɂConsidered an American 
classic and a strong example of realism. 

 



24 

Sample Item #1ɂPart A 

 

What is the meaning of the word adversary as it is used in 
paragraph 21? 
 

A. pÒÏÂÌÅÍȭÓ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ 
B. indication of trouble 
C. opposing force* 
D. source of irritation 

 

Standard RL.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 
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Sample Item #1ɂPart B 

 

Which phrase from paragraph 21 best helps clarify the meaning of 
adversary? 
 

A. ȰÏ×Î ×ÏÒÓÔ ÅÎÅÍÙȱɕ 
B. ȰÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÒÕÌÅȱ 
C. ȰÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇÓȱ 
D. ȰÍÏÓÔ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓ ÔÈÉÎÇȱ 

 

Standard RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Standard L.8.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and  
ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅȤÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÒ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÇÒÁÄÅ Ϊ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟ 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Sample Item #3ɂPart A 

 

In the excerpt from "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ, Brian comes to a major 
realization at the end of the passage. Which statement best 
describes his realization? 

 
A. He needs to avoid confronting wild animals. 
B. He needs to prepare for the perils of winter.* 
C. He needs to create a better way to store food. 
D. He needs to find a new, safer shelter. 

 

Standard RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
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Sample Item #3ɂPart B 
 

Which detail best supports the answer in Part A? 
A. Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÅÁÒȣÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÒÁÎÓÁÃËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐȟ 
ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÓÍÅÌÌ ÈÁÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍȢȱ 
(paragraph 15) 

B. Ȱ(Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȟ 
ÓÏÍÅ ×ÅÁÐÏÎȢȱ ɉÐÁÒÁÇÒÁÐÈ ΣΫɊ 

C. Ȱ(Å ËÅÐÔ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ×ÏÏÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÅȟ ÈÁÌÆ ÁÆÒÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÒ 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÂÁÃËȢȱ ɉÐÁÒÁÇÒÁÐÈ ΤΡɊ 

D. ȰȣÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ×ÁÓ 
ÅÎÄÉÎÇȣÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ 
ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÆÁÃÅÄȣȱ ɉÐÁÒÁÇÒÁÐÈ ΤΣɊɕ 

 

Standard RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Standard RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
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Sample Item #6ɂPart A 
 

Which statement correctly shows a difference between the 
beginnings and endings of the excerpts from "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ and 
Call of the Wild? 

A. Call of the Wild begins with a former conflict between 
characters, and "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ ends with a current 
conflict between characters. 

B. "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÂÙ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÕÌÔÙ 
reasoning, and Call of the Wild ÅÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȭÓ 
faulty reasoning. 

C. Call of the Wild begins with a crisis to be resolved, and 
"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ ends with a crisis that needs to be 
resolved.* 

D. "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ begins with the thoughts and actions of a 
character seeking shelter, and Call of the Wild ends with 
the thoughts and actions of a character seeking shelter. 

 

Standard RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.  
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Sample Item #6ɂPart B  

Select one detail from the list below from "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ and one detail from the list below from Call of the 
Wild that best support the answer in Part A. 

A. Ȱ(Å ÈÁÄ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ ÂÅÒÒÉÅÓȟ ÒÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÈÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÔÅÅÔÈ ÔÏ ÐÕÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÕÉÔ ÏÆÆȣȢȱ ɉ"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ paragraph 2) 

B. Ȱ/ÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÓÃÒÁÔÃÈÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÌÁ×Ó ÈÁÄ ÓÌÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÓÃÒÁÐÅÄ ÈÉÍɂit 
was more a boxing action than a clawing oneɂ"ÒÉÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÐÉÅÃÅȢȱ ɉ"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 
paragraph 16) 

C. ȰEverything in nature means something and he had missed the warnings that summer 
was ending, had in many ways already ended, and what was coming would be the most 
ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÅ ÃÒÁÓÈȢȱ ɉ"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ paragraph 21)*  

D. ȰThe tent, illumined by a candle, glowed warmly in the midst of the white plainȣȱ (Call 
of the Wild paragraph 1) 

E. ȰMiserable and disconsolate, he wandered about among the many tents, only to find 
that one place was as cold as another. (Call of the Wild paragraph 1)*  

F. ȰThe day had been long and arduous, and he slept soundly and comfortably, though he 
ÇÒÏ×ÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÒËÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÅÓÔÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÁÄ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȢȱ ɉCall of the Wild paragraph 3) 

 
 
 
 

 

Standard RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Standard RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.  
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Sample Item #7 

 

You have read excerpts from two novels focused on survival in the 
wilderness. 
 
These excerpts are from: 
Å"ÒÉÁÎȭÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ by Gary Paulsen 
ÅCall of the Wild by Jack London 

 
Consider how the main character in each excerpt reacts to the 
incidences that occur, and write an essay in which you analyze 
ÈÏ× ÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȭÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 
personality. 
 
You do not need to compare and contrast the characters from the 
two texts. You may consider each one separately. Be sure to 
include evidence from each excerpt to support your analysis and 
understanding. 

The next slide outlines the writing, language, and reading standards this literacy 
analysis task assesses.  



ɆW.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

ɆW.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, 
purpose, and audience. 

ɆW.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or information texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

Writing 

ɆL.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

ɆL.8.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening.  

Language 

ɆRL.8.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  

ɆRL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story 
or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke 
a decision.  

Reading 



 

Grade 4 example of a 
written response to 
a text. 


